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What is SACHA?
Challenge programme empowering students to
become lifelong change agents 

Interdisciplinary
Experiential
Based around design thinking
Data informed
Contributes to Sustainable Development Goals



HOW DID SACHA
DEVELOP?

Initial
collaboration

between
Careers

Service and  
student

enterprise
team

Seed funding
from Data

Driven
Innovation

Programme 

Strong desire
from students
to apply their
learning and

create positive
social impact

Interest from
organisations
to get to know
our students,
innovate with

them 



 PARTNERS
Identify partners 

Negotiate challenge question

Restrict time commitment  

 ~200 hours of research 

Ideas - videos, reports

Gateway to the university





“ I  g e n u i n e l y  t h i n k  t h a t  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  a  t i m e  l i k e  j u s t  n o w ,
w h e n  t h e r e  a r e  j u s t  s o  m a n y  c h a l l e n g e s  f o r  t h e  m u s i c
i n d u s t r y ,  t h a t  h a v i n g  s u c h  i n s i g h t f u l  a n d  r e a l l y  w e l l
a r t i c u l a t e d  i d e a s  h a s  r e a l l y  g i v e n  u s  a  l o t  o f  f o o d  f o r  t h o u g h t ,
a n d  i t  w i l l  t o t a l l y  i n f o r m  o u r  s t r a t e g y  s o ,  p l e a s e  r e c o g n i s e  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  w o r k ”

Robert Kilpatrick, Scottish Music industry Association, Host 2021



 STUDENTS
Confidence

Networks

Impact

Skills...





“ T h e  S A C H A  p r o g r a m m e  s h o w e d  m e  t h a t  I ’ m  c a p a b l e  o f  s o
m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  I  t h o u g h t . ”  

" S A C H A  s i m p l y  m e a n s  r e a l i s i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  o n e  c a n  m a k e  a n d
t h a t  h a v i n g  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t y  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o

e f f e c t  c h a n g e  i n  t h i s  w o r l d . ”

Student Change Agents 



Students

Recognition

Enterprise

Jobs

Full circle

Partners

Change

Talent

Connections

 University

Student

experience

UN SDG’s

 Innovation

Change Agents

for Life

OUTCOMES 



Where next?
Continue in the co-curriculum, diversify partner
base

Elective course for 1st and 2nd year students in
Edinburgh Futures Institute

Cross-university experiential learning option for
3rd/4th year in new curriculum



  
Contact:  Ruth.donnelly@ed.ac.uk / sacha.project@ed.ac.uk

  
Web:  www.ed.ac.uk/changeprogramme

uoe_sacha

FIND OUT MORE


